
Criminally Entertaining Book Discussion
Saturday, August 3, noon

Join us for our Mystery & Suspense Book Discussion Group, 
starting with our July Fantastic Firsts Pick, Visitation Street by 
Ivy Pochoda. Fantastic Firsts members and book discussion 
attendees save 20% on each month’s selection.

Melodie Johnson Howe
Launch Party for City of Mirrors
Sunday, August 4, 2:30 PM

Edgar, Anthony, and Agatha Award nominated author Melodie 
Johnson Howe always intended to become a writer. But then 
Tinsel Town came calling, and anyone would be distracted 
when acting opposite leading men such as Clint Eastwood, 
James Caan and Alan Alda. The itch to 
write never left Melodie, though, and 
after an enlightening experience 
auditioning for a dog food commercial, 
Melodie threw in the towel on acting to 
concentrate on her first love. A few years 
later Melodie penned her first mystery 
novel, and never looked back. City of 
Mirrors is the third book in the Diana 
Poole Mystery Series. 

Mysterious Galaxy Theater 3000
Wednesday, August 7, 6:00 PM
Hosted by Carlos Lopez

Join Carlos and our staff as we watch the best of the worst 
science fiction, fantasy and horror movies we can find! This 
month we will be watching “Ghostbusters”. And … we’ll be 
running our Twitter feed alongside the movie screen. This 
event is free and for all ages.

Other Worlds Book Discussion
Saturday, August 10, noon

Join us for our Speculative Fiction Book Discussion Group, 
starting with our July Fantastic Firsts Pick, The Thousand 
Names by Django Wexler. Fantastic Firsts members and book 
discussion attendees save 20% on each month’s selection.

Smart Summer Reads 
Sunday, August 11 beginning at 3:00 PM
Meet John Dunn, Ru Freeman, Alison Singh Gee, Diana 
Gould, Jennie Shortridge, and M.L. Stedman

Our second Smart Summer Reads program could not offer a 
more diverse group of authors! We literally have an author for 
every reading taste and subject. Four of our authors have 
traveled around the globe, if not just for our event, then at least 
in subject matter. To balance the mix, we have two California 
authors, one is from Northern California and one who is local 
to us. Finally, we thought we would add a little golf to the mix, 
and it didn’t hurt that John Dunn is cute and charming as well 
as being a caddie who has traveled the world with his 

expertise. Attendees will also have the 
opportunity to find out what new Random 
House titles they can look forward to in 
the fall with Sales Rep Wade Lucas, and 
get an update about our progress building 
a library for KIPP Empower 3rd and 4th 
graders. And of course, be prepared for 
other surprises. It is all a part of the fun.

Trivial Trivia Night
Wednesday, August 14, 6:00 PM
Hosted by Emilio Flores

Join Emilio and staff for our monthly trivia night. Here’s your 
chance to use all of the geeky knowledge you have been 
storing in your head as we attempt to stump you with questions 
from all things nerdy and wonderful, including science fiction, 
fantasy, horror, pop culture, video games and movies. There 
are prizes and registered contestants get 10% off of their 
purchases during the event. This event is for all ages. There is 
a $5 entrance fee for this event (cash only, please).

Live the Arts
Thursday, August 15, 6:00 PM

A magical evening of visual arts, poetry reading, and live 
music! This is an open artistic event, so share the love and 
bring your friends and family. Live the Arts spotlights local 
South Bay artists, including poetry by Wendell Berger, visual 
arts by Brianna Barraza, and music by Steve Barraza. Drinks 
and light desserts will be provided by Sam Mann. 

Michael J. Martinez
Signs The Daedalus Incident
Saturday, August 17, 2:30 PM

Author Michael J. Martinez started his writing career as a 
journalist. After nearly 20 years telling other people’s stories, 
he decided to concentrate on creating his own. It was nine 
months of re-writes and submissions to the Nelson Literary 
Agency, working to put The Daedalus Incident in tip top shape 
before his agent offered him representation. The Daedalus 
Incident is Michael’s debut work of science fiction. When 
Michael isn’t hammering away at his latest work, he spends 
his time with his family, and home-brewing. And we don’t 
mean coffee. The staff is secretly hoping he will bring a flask, 
or a jug. 

Writing from Inspiration: Fantasy, SF Horror, Modern 
Fairytales and Beyond
Writing Workshop with Anna Mavromati
Sunday, August 18, 11:00 AM

This seminar will explore the ways writing is inspired by 
reading. During the course of this three-hour class, students will 
read short stories together (copies will be provided) and discuss 
what makes them tick. Then they’ll participate in in-class 
writing sessions based on prompts inspired by what they’ve just 
read, and workshop these writing samples in class. The seminar 
will operate as an open forum for the discussing and sharing of a 
variety of stories. This class will cover multiple stories with very 
different styles, encouraging students to analyze and practice 
writing in different styles, voices and genres.

There is a $50.00 registration fee for this course and space is 
limited. Please contact the store to make your reservation.

Michael Cassutt & David S. Goyer
Sign Heaven’s Fall
Thursday, August 22, 7:30 PM

David S. Goyer (Man of Steel) and Michael Cassutt bring their 
well-received space opera to a conclusion 
with Heaven’s Fall. In the two decades 
since Earth’s first contact in Heaven’s 
War, the humans aboard the long-range 
spaceship believed humans and their 
alien allies, the Architects, successfully 
prevented the vicious Reivers. 
Unfortunately, maybe not so much – can 
the returned humans rescue the rest of our 
planet, not to mention the galaxy?

Jason M. Hough
Launch Party for The Exodus Towers
Tuesday, August 27, 7:30 PM

Former 3-D artist and game designer Jason Hough was looking 
for a creative outlet after leaving his former industry. After an 
admittedly lackadaisical start, Jason decided to participate in 
NaNoWriMo (National Novel Writing 
Month) in 2007. According to Jason, 
NaNoWriMo taught him the benefits of 
“turning off” his instincts to edit. In 2008 
Jason tried NaNoWriMo again and began 
working on Darwin’s Elevator. In 2011 
Jason had refined his first novel, and 
made a deal with Del Rey for two more 
books. The Exodus Towers is the second 
novel in The Dire Earth Cycle series.

Rhys Bowen
Signs Heirs and Graces
Thursday, August 29, 7:30 PM

British-born author Rhys Bowen’s writing career began after 
the BBC decided to produce a play the then 22-year-old drama 
studio manager had penned. After relocating a few times, 
marriage and raising four children, Bowen began writing 
young adult novels and children’s books 
under the name Janet Quin-Harkin. As 
Rhys Bowen, the author has focused on 
mystery and thus far created three 
separate popular mystery series 
including The Royal Spyness series, The 
Molly Murphy Series, and The 
Constable Evans Series. Heirs and 
Graces is the 7th book in the Agatha 
Award-winning author’s The Royal 
Spyness series.

Looking Ahead: 
Kendare Blake – September 18; Gretchen McNeil – September 
18; Catherine Jinks –September 27; Janet Dawson – 
September 29; Douglas Corleone – September 30… and more!
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Speculative Fiction
The Curiosity by Stephen P. Kiernan

Jeremiah Rice was born in the Nineteenth century, died in the Twentieth century and lived 
again in the Twenty-first century. From the Arctic to Massachusetts, four voices convey the 
scientific breakthrough and consequences of restoring life to a human corpse frozen in “hard-ice” 
for more than a hundred years. Immerse yourself in the alternating perspectives of the forthright 
scientist Kate Philo; the dishonest reporter Daniel Dixon; the manipulative sponsor Erastus 
Carthage; and the insightful Judge Jeremiah Rice. Discover how Jeremiah, physically and 
emotionally, reconnects to life amidst the assaults to his dignity from the scientists of the Lazarus 
Project, as well as protesters and the media. This debut novel is for anyone who has faced the 
unexpected and unknown, struggled with the dilemma of justice versus rule, wrestled with the 
freeing or keeping of love, or debated the pros and cons of the chance to live again. – Adrean
William Morrow, $25.99.

The Blue Blazes by Chuck Wendig
Meet Mookie Pearl, a bone breaker for the underworld, and his daughter, Nora (call her by her 

street name – Persephone). You can bet she had the most interesting parent at Career Day. Enter 
Cerulean, the blue stuff… The Blue Blazes. What does it do? Imagine a supernatural drug, 
literally straight from hell, so powerful, that it rips the bandage of perceived reality from your 
bloodshot eyes, leaving you with no doubt that hell exists. 

So how do you rebel when your father is the henchman for a drug cartel that consists of shape-

shifting, tentacled snake-men and half-goat hit-men? You don’t. You take 
over. And that’s just what Persephone tries to do. Until all of her plans go 
terribly wrong. 

Chuck Wendig’s writing is fast-paced, honed to the quick, and cuts 
through the B.S. with an obsidian blade. His characters are fast talking 
and tough when they need to be, but likeable and well developed, 
leaving you wanting to know more. The Blue Blazes echoes with 
Blackwood’s supernatural sense, and a Dante-esque vision of Hell filled 
with ghosts, goblins and snake faced, slithery demons that harken back 
to Lovecraft. – LeAnna
Angry Robot paperback original, $7.99.

Blood Song: A Raven’s Shadow Novel, by Anthony Ryan
Fantasy newcomer Anthony Ryan’s debut, Blood Song, is a startlingly fast-paced fantasy that is 

both dark and thrilling. It’s about the life of Valen Al Sorna, son of a King’s Battle Master, who is 
left on the doorsteps of The Sixth Order, a group of warriors whose sole purpose is to defend The 
Faith. The Faith is a godless religion that is being forcibly spread throughout the lands of the 
story. Valen grows up under the tutelage of harsh masters and even harsher tests, while learning 
the virtues of the faith and the whisperings of another forgotten order. Ryan’s debut is without-a-
doubt a stunning entry into the fantasy genre; it will leave you salivating for the next installment, 
which we can only hope arrives soon. – Emilio
Ace, $27.95.


